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While attending a demonstration in radiology, student PETER PARKER was bitten by a spider which had 
accidentally been exposed to RADIOACTIVE RAYS. Through a miracle of science, Peter soon found 


that he had GAINED the-insect's powers...and had, in effect, become a hurnan spider 
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Dear Friends, 

Wow! That’s'all | have to say about PETER PARKER, THE 
SPECTACULAR’ SPIDER-MAN! The art was great! The inking 
was super! The story was fantastic. And the mistake was 
stupid! 

What mistake? Well, on page two, panel 6, we see Spidey 
dropping his beloved camera, And then,on page 10, he says 
“My ‘webbing snapped, my temera’s broken.” | don't know 
what it looked like to you, but to me it looked as if he just 
plain dropped the camera. never saw him stick any webbing 
to it. 

Aren't you guys lucky to have such sharp readers? 

Keith Rippey 
1902 Calvert St. 
Washington, DC 20009 

Indeed, Keith! Sharp readers keep the bashful Bullpen 
continually on their collective toes. However, we think you're 
a little off base this time. For although Spidey \was startled 
enough to let go of his camera in that first-mentioned panel, his 
rollickin’ reflexes were certainly quick enough to grab it, and 
then web it to the building before swinging down two panels 
later. Unfortunately, in his haste the Web-slinger neglected to 
sufficiently stick his camera to the wall, and...well, the rest you 
know. All clear, Mr. Rippey? 

Dear Assorted Spider-peopla, 

During the years of my comics reading, | have always noted 
and been thankful for the humanity and relevance of Marvel's 
heroes, especially Spider-Man. But, In all those years, | have 
never seen a twinge of greed over all of the tons of. recovered 
loot. .Now you'll probably say, “That's because he's a hero, 
dummy!” However, | prefer to think of him as @ human being 
first and a hero second. 

Now | realize Spidey would never take the goodies for him- 
self, but under certain conditions, the possibility of this 
happening could become reality. Think back to when Peter 
Parker was but the average teenager. Then he contracted his 
spider-powers and used them for the good of his wallet. Later, 
Unele Ben died as an indirect result of Peter not stopping @ 
burglar when he had the chance. And that, gentlemen, Is one 
of the conditions {’m talking about. 

Supposo that Aunt May caught some sort of diseuse that 
could prove fatal. There is'a chance of her surviving only if she 
has some special treatment. The problem is that, Peter could 
never hope to afford it. So, the next time he battles one of 
the bat guys, If there’s any money involved, he just picks it up 
and takes it home for Aunt May. Certainly, he could feel 
lustified, since it could possibly save a life. You could also use 
the “higher justice” schtick and really produce some thought- 
orovoking stuff (you always do}. 

Of course, this is only a vague suggestion, but I’m sure you 
talented folks could flesh it out. | hope the Comics Code would 
accept it {perish forbid, @ hero should act human) 

Well, whaddys think, fellas? 

x Matt Mayer 

52388 Helman Ave. 
South Bend, IN 46637 

Hmmm. An interesting ides, Matthew, but it’ a situation 
that has turned up a time or two in the past. And on those 
‘occasions Spidey considered taking a buck or two...considered 
it and decided against it! So you see, it's really not @ viable 
‘storyline when the character in question is Peter Parker. Thanks 
for thinking of us, though! 

People: 

I'm agalist it. The idea of publishing @ third monthly comic 
book devoted to the adventures of Spider-Man is a bad one 
It's bad for the characters, bad for Marvel, and bad for comics. 
Thera is such a thing ss overworking @ character, and in 
starting PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN 
I'm afratd you have crossed the line and done just that. Milking 
Spider-Man's well-deserved popularity is a mistake that will 


| importantly, his quality—through over-exposure and over- 
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ultimately result in decreasing his popularity—and, more 


extension, The fact that there gre three megs chronicling 
Spidey’s career at once cannot help but -result in countless 
paradoxes and time-strains that will do a great deal of damage 
to his continuity and his believability. 

(don’t know how long PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN will last, but | suspect it won’t be long. | hope 
you won't find it offensive when | admit that | hope that will 
be the case, 


Michael P. Capurse 
3321 St. Paul Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14617 

Everyone to their own opinion, Mike. That's what makes 
life—and the funny-book biz—interesting. 

We have to disagree with you, though. And it looks like 
most of the rest of Marveldom Assembled does, also, 

But don’t get too worried about continuity. Just last week, 
Lively Len Wein got together with Archie Goodwin—who takes 
over the writing reins of PETER PARKER next issue—and 
Chris Claromont—MARVEL. TEAM-UP's new scribe—to hash 
out Spidey’s life for the next several months. So, if it makes 
you feel better, don’t think of Spidey as having three monthly 
books, Think of him as having one book that comes out 
three times a month! 


Dear Web-heade, 

Good ideal | found PETER PARKER #1 both intriguing 
and amazing. Congratulations are due on both the story and 
those magnificent pictures. And | like the way the first issue 
tied in with MARVEL TEAM-UP #52. f 

After all, everyone has a personal {ife. And fortunately. 
Spidler-Man’s |s intriguing enough: to fill a monthly mag. 

‘Nuff said! 

Nathan frizary 
Sante Rosa, CA 95401 
Dear Guys, 

Issue #1 of SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN was great—even 
if the Tarantula’s men weren’t in costume on thé cover. Other 
than that...keep up the good work! 

Qh! One more thing, couldn't you have Parker change a bit 
with the times..ike maybe extend fis hair a fittle over his 
ears? 

Mike Miller 
2227 Whistler Way 
Haicho Cordova, CA 95670 

We asked him about that, Mike, but he claimed that it tickles 
too much. And besides, have you ever tried cramming a bunch 
of hair under a tight-fitting mask? 
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Hi, gang! It’s hard to believe 2 whole 
year hss zipped by since | wrote my 
(ast, eminently forgettable Thanksgiving 
poem on this very pepe. | was tempted 
to try snother syncopated sonnet’ this 
time, but’ | figured I'd rather just rap 
with you instead. Anyway, speaking of 
Thanksgiving, | wonder how many of 
you remember one of the prime goals 
(we set for ourselves here st Marvel tmore 
than a deosde ago. | recall writing that 
Our greatest ambition was to change the 
image of so-called “comichooks'’— to 
take them from the exclusive domain of 
the bubble-gum brigade and expand our 
audience to include resders right up to 
college age— and beyond. Wel, the 
‘est of the media felt we'd never make it, 
“while our competitors just leughed at 
Us No one thought we had a ghost of 2 
chance to grab’ a significant share of 
adult reedership. But here in the* batty 
Bullpen we were probably too naive to 
realize how impossible it was. So, we 
just kept on writing and. illustrating 
the very best stories we could, combining 
@ university-level vocabulary with mature 
‘coneapts in plotting and characterization, 
‘Together with adult premises and ration 
alizations. And, most important of all, 
we ‘never let Ourselves forget that, above 
all else; Marvel Comics are meant 
10 be fun! No matter how scholarly, 
no matter how, profound, no matter 
now philosophically or socially relevant 
our yams might be, their primary 
purpose was {and still is) 10 entertain 
you. Finally, we vowed never to "write 
‘down’ to you; we'd only present stories 
that we ourselves enjoyed; tales we our: 
selves would be anxious to-read, So you 
‘see, ye weren't merely producing pablum 


ITEME Over. the last few months wa've been 
making periodic mention of a new periodical 
we were planning, called WHAT IF...2 Well, 
the planning is over and the real thing is 
herel At last we can finally tell you just 
exactly what WHAT (F...? ist! Actually, it’s 
the cumulation of a lot of things you readers 
have suggested to us, and a lot of things 
Bullpenners fave often talked about over 
lunch or at é party, whenever the standard 
sshop-talk (‘What new villain are you having 
Ghost Rider meet after he fishes off ‘the 
‘Cosmic Carburetor?" begins to get wilder 
‘and more speculative, Things like: “Gee, what 
[would have happened if that buzz-bomb which 
“killed Bucky and sent Capt. America into 
suspended animation had never exploded?” 
‘or “What if the Hulk hed always hed Bruce 
Banner's brain?” Fun things like that which 
are fascinating to think. about, but -could 
never really be done without changing most 
‘of Marvel's Madcap history. Then, Rascally 
ROY THOMAS, who has a knack for taking 
the difficult or the improbable and turning 


of our hip, heroic. readers who share the 
same love of fantasy and excitement as 


Of Our readership is from 18.to 25 years 
‘of age! Today, newspapers, radio, and 


other publications! Today, comicbook 
conventions are among the biggest crowd 
pulli 

city in the U.S.— and overseas as weil! 
‘And there's more! One of the world’s 
largest book publishers Simon & Schuster, 
has created virtually an entire tine of 
Marvel hardcover editions, while Grosset 
and Dunlap will soon be presenting 
another unique line of Marvel creations! 
-Each week new invitations cross my 
desk, requests to speck about Marve! 
Comics at colleges. and universities from, 
Maine to Mexico! in. short, our dreams 
have came true; comics heve! come ‘of 
age! And: we'll never, forget, not for 
‘one single second, that we owe it all 


for a buneh of nameless, faceless kids— 
we were creating far-out, fantastic epics 
for ourselves, and for countless thousands 


we do. And, y'know something? It 
worked! We succeeded beyond our own 
wildest expectations! Today, @ full 50% 


TV are enthissiastically aware of us.giving 
us tmore media overage than almost any 


1g events in virtually every major 


tov youl. So now, during this festive 
Thanksgiving season, nothing could be » 
more appropriate than for all of us in 
the: Marvel Bullpen to extend to each 
and every one of you our deepest, 
most heartfelt thanks for making it all 
posible; for making this truly— The 
Marvel Age-of Comicst 
Excelsior! 


& 


them into successful comics (Like fr instance, 


CONAN of, THE INVADERS), suddenly pre ~ 


sented us with a format where virtually 
anything we wanted to do would be possible! 
How? Well, that you'll find out when you 
see what Roy, talented new penciler from 
Canada way, JIM CRAIG, and eminent 
embellisher PABLO MARCOS have done with 
the novel notion, WHAT IF... SPIDER-MAN 
HAD JOINED THE FANTASTIC FOUR? 
This first issue picks up. on:an incident from 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN # 1 where Spidey 


attempted to join the FF (and changed his 


mind) and builds 


into one of the most 


unexpected and entertaining epics ‘ever, — 


Naturally, something like this is too big to be 


contained in one average-size comic. So we've 


made WHAT IF... a double-length king-size 
book just like our awesome annuals, only 
instead of being 2 mere once-ayeat block: 
buster, WHAT IF...2 is going to be exploding 
on the newsstand every other month, Each 
and every issue will have an exciting new 


concept (such as those we mentioned about 
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Capt. America and the Huik) and an- exciting 
new writer/artist combo to bring it all alive 
tor you. In fact, we're set to be flooded 
with bales of ‘what if’ suggestions, once 
everyone gets a look at what we're doing 
If we're not careful, WHAT IF...?:could turn 
into the biggest thing since the no-prize! 
ITEM! Congratulations to Marvelous MAR¥ 
and Meticulous MICHELE WOLFMAN, who 
recently announced that they're expecting 
a baby (but there is absolutely no truth to 
the fumor- that Marv intends to hold anovfer 
name-thechild contest such as he's doing 
with the Lord of Vampire's off spring in 
‘YOMB OF DRACULA)! 


(TEM! Jubilation fills the hallowed halls of 
Marvell’ Word just came in that our Sultans 
of Softball are currently tied for tirst place in 
their division of the Publisher's Softball Leaque 
Said jubilation is sorely needed as in 6 
non-league exhibition game with a certain 
Distinguished Competitor, the Bullpenners 
somehow managed to come in second, A 
rematch has been talked about, but next time 
we're making certain that their guy with the 
big red ‘Son his chest ‘doesn’t get, in 
the game! 

ITEM! Two more goodies coming your way 
this month, friends... MARVEL SPOTLIGHT 
#32, featuring the most surprising superhero 
of them all, SPIDER-WOMAN (And if you 
think you can guess what this one is like 
we're betting you're wrong)... And. finally 
there’s our gala HOLIDAY GRAB-BAG 
TREASURY EDITION, which teatures just 
‘about ail of our cavorting characters in some 
of theif best stories from the past and in 
specially prepared all new material as wel 
lust to truly make the season bright! 


ITEM! Almost no space left, so we'll quickly 
say “hi'" to Devastating DAVIDA DALE 
fecent addition to our art production staf, 
Dimply DIANE RODRIGO, who assists Nifty 
NANCY MURPHY jin processing your sub 
scriptions, Jubilant JOHN ROMITA JR. (Why 
does that ‘name seem so familiar?), now doing 
pulse-pounding pencilling on some covers and 
back-up stories, and Handy ANDY YANCHUS, 
newly chosen Chieftain of our capricious Color 
Department! And that’s about it, except to 
say good-bye... and be good to yourselves! 
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